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« News in Brief «

NSFC Set Up Department of Medical Sciences

Recently NSFC set up Department of Medical Sciences. Up to now, NSFC has 8 scientific depart-
ments.

The newly formed Department of Medical Sciences will follow the principle of supporting free ex-
ploration of scientists and research of national need. It encourages research aimed at disease prevention
and control, emphasizes on basic research and fostering research talents, stresses on international co-
operation, promotes development of research in traditional Chinese medicine and original research,
and aims at raising basic medical research and applied basic medical research in China.

According to Prof. Chen Yiyu, the president of NSFC, setting up Department of Medical Sciences
is to match the development of medical research which justifies the forming of an independent depart-
ment by separating from the Department of Life Sciences. This is also a major initiative of the govern-
ment to pay more attention to the ife of the people, to increase the health level of the Chinese people,
as well as to promote total, coordinated and sustainable development of society and economy. In addi-
tion, NSFC requires making adjustment of its organizational structure of disciplines and improving its
management. In recent years, in terms of number of applications received each year and total amount
of funding, the Department of Life Sciences accounts for near 1/3 of NSFC’s total. Therefore, it is
necessary to set up an independent department to do the job of supporting medical sciences.

A system of application code, sound and healthy expert evaluation system and good and profes-
sional management team for the Department of Medical Sciences is the core and the key to the work of

this newly formed department.
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